JUNIOR INTEREST SURVEY 2009-2010
Something exciting has happened in the English Department!  12th grade students now have the option of taking semester courses that we feel will better transition students into the world of college and work.  In order for us to plan for next year, each senior-to-be must select two writing courses and two literature courses in which he/she might be interested.  Then, we will know which courses to offer next year.  (Our Advanced Placement course requires teacher recommendation, so it is not included in the list below.)  Each course requires as a common task one research paper using MLA format.

_____Themes in Literature: Love. Death.  Family. War. Justice. Nature.  The Meaning of Life.  Those are the big issues that writers throughout the ages have confronted.  In this course, you will get to read and discuss what writers of the past fifty years have had to say about these existential issues.  (NOTE: This year-long course meets the requirement for both the writing and the literature requirement.)

WRITING OPTIONS:  (Choose two)

_____Advanced Writing in Journalism: Have you seen the most recent issue of the Rebellion?  Isn’t it fantastic?  Well, you can be a part of its prize-winning team.  Calling all students who wish to try their journalistic interests at the “who, what, where, when and why” of reporting, as well as the many other aspects of creating a newspaper, such as advertising, layouts, interviewing and more. 

_____Advanced Writing:  Get yourself prepared for the kinds of writing required in college English courses.  Students in this course will hone their analytical skills in response to classical and contemporary literature.

_____Autobiographical Writing:  Who knows more about you than YOU?  In this course, besides exploring classic memoirs, you will get to compose your own life story – an autobiography that makes a great keepsake or graduation gift.

_____Creative Writing: Like e.e. cummings, Have  u Craved thetymejust to right theweigh you wanted to?  Do you find yourself writing poems and story ideas in the margins of your notes?  Get that pencil sharpened, because in this course students will write their own poetry, short stories, and screen plays.  (There will be some analyzing too!)

_____Writing 104 (University of Rhode Island).: Obtain college and high school English credit through real world assignments.  This course emphasizes expository writing for different audiences and situations like reports, letters, and reviews.

_____Writing from Themes in Literature: Love.  Death.  Family.  War.  Justice.  Nature.  The Meaning of Life.  These are the large existential issues that writers confront.  In this course, you will read literary works from the past fifty years and write about some of the author’s ideas surrounding these provocative themes.

_____Writing in Contemporary Culture – Film Analysis: Is your Netflix queue longer than the Student Handbook?  Is a triple bill at the Avon or Jane Pickens your idea of a fun night out?  If so, then you must be a cinephile, and this course is for you.  Students will view, discuss, interpret and write analytically about the varied aspects of film.

LITERATURE OPTIONS (Choose two)

_____The American Game: The Literature of Baseball:  Enter your field of dreams.  This course will include books like The Boys of Summer, Moneyball, Shoeless Joe, The Baseball Abstract and many others. 

_____Classic Literature-The Study of Horror Icons: Students will study the macabre and the misunderstood monsters in Dracula and Jekyll and Hyde and Frankenstein and many more–it will be Halloween all semester.

_____Literary Drama (Rhode Island College Enrollment Program):  Put some drama back into your life while receiving college and high school English credit.  Enjoy the theater from your armchair with award winning literary plays of the last century.  In this course all the plays will be read, discussed, and analyzed.  Depending upon availability, trips to Trinity or URI might be included.

_____Literary Drama:  Put some drama back into your life.  From the Greeks to modern times, you will learn about playwrights and the historical factors that influenced their plays.  You will become a drama connoisseur.  Trips to the theater might be included.

_____Magical Realism: Prepare yourself for a world replete with hyperbole, magic, mysticism and the surreal.  Ready for something really different?  For the last forty years, Latin America writers have been the source of some of the most inventive, entertaining, and downright sensational fiction around, and have inspired other writers all over the world.  

_____Multicultural Literature: Are you interested in learning about child soldiers in Sierra Leone?  In this course students will read, discuss, and analyze literature about oppressed people around the world.

_____Poetry and the Short Story: At last, a course for students who love literature but have a short attention span?  Can you imagine an entire semester reading, enjoying, discussing, and analyzing poetry and short stories?  If you can, this is your course.

_____Shakespeare: Are you the kind of student who enjoys reading and interpreting Shakespeare’s dramas and comedies?  Are you intrigued with the Bard’s syntax and use of iambic pentameter?  Luxuriate in “the many hours traffic of our stage, and with patient ears attend.”  Can you hear Shakespeare calling you?

_____Women’s Literature: In this course students will read, discuss, and analyze literature about women’s issues in the media, family, and politics.  From the readings, you will appreciate the obvious and subtle aspects of the female gender upon our culture.
_____World Literature: Vicariously travel the world and explore other cultures.  Students in this course will sample, appreciate, and analyze classical and contemporary literature from Asia, Europe, Africa, Australia and South America. 

