SOUTH KINGSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
ALL-STATE AUDITION INFORMATION

Dear Parents,

Your son/daughter has expressed an interest in auditioning for the RIMEA All-State Festival.  I have given them an audition procedure form, which outlines what is expected of them at the audition.  Those forms and additional information about All-State can be found on the SKHS Music Department web site.  The audition day is Saturday, November 22nd at The Moses Brown School from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Each student will have about a 5 minute appointment that will be announced well in advance of the audition date-you should be there 30 minutes prior to the audition and after the audition you are free to leave.  I will register students on-line (only members of RIMEA can register). The actual audition times will be announced by early November.  If there are any special requests for times (choices are morning session or after 1:00 p.m., etc.) they must be submitted to me by October 8th.  You will probably want to be with them to provide support, but if transportation is an issue, please contact me.  There is a non-refundable $15.00 audition fee which is due to me by Wednesday, October 8th.  This can be cash or a check to SKHS.

Participation in the All-State process is an outstanding educational experience that may have positive impacts in many areas beyond the obvious musical benefits.  Students will take the skills learned by preparing for and doing an All-State audition into many possible life situations, like job interviews.  Just think what a listing of All-State qualification could do to a young person’s resume.  We already know that they are among the best in the state, but this is an opportunity to document their achievements.

Dr. Smith will be able to help prepare the students for their audition during help sessions after school (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) or by appointment.

The RIMEA All-State Festival changed its format four years ago, combining both the Junior Division (grades 7-9) and Senior Division concerts all on the same weekend.  A big difference from previous years that was very successful last year is that both the senior and junior levels of Band, Orchestra and Chorus (BOC) will have two reading rehearsals before All-State Week.  It is RIMEA’s objective that the adjustments made this year will further improve the experience for all students, families and teachers.  Following the announcement of which students have qualified for the ensembles in early November and the return of student acceptance contracts in mid December, rehearsals will begin.  The All-State Jazz Ensembles will rehearse on January 21st  Jr. Division 5:30-8:00, Sr. 6:30-9:00.  All BOC ensembles will rehearse February 4th 6:30-9:00 p.m.  AND February 25th at Cranston West 6:00-8:30 p.m. or Cranston East 6:30-9:00 p.m.  Festival week starts with Jazz Ensembles rehearsing Monday, March 16th and Tuesday the 17th  from 1:00-7:00 p.m. and Performing at 7:00 Wednesday, March 18th.  All other ensembles rehearse March 20th and 21st from 9:00-5:00 and then perform at Veterans Memorial Auditorium on Sunday March 22nd (12:00 Bands, 2:30 Orchestras, and 6:00 Choruses). A bus will transport students from SKHS to rehearsals on February 4th and 25th  as well as March 20th if sufficient chaperone help is available.
Feel free to contact me with questions: dsmith@skschools.net   school: 360-1029 or home: 782-8126 
Please return the permission form and $15.00 audition fee (checks made out to SKHS) to me ASAP

All State Audition response:
Name__________________ Instrument______________ Grade_______ Time: ___8-noon___ 1-4:00 p.m.

Ensemble (only check one per form) ___Chorus__ Jazz Band____ Concert Band___ Orchestra



(Wind players must Band indicate a preference between Band and Orch. With a 1 or 2)

I will try my best to be prepared for the All-State auditions on November 22nd  and will use the band help sessions as part of my preparation.  All students will be required to perform their solo/requirements for Dr. Smith prior to November 22nd.  I understand that I will be representing SKHS and my behavior will reflect on my school community.  Whether I am accepted or not, I will be proud of my hard work.
Student signature





Date
